Using dichotic consonant-vowel (CV) stimuli, 150 highly educated adults were segregated into two groups. In the high-output group (n ϭ 63), the mean number of CV syllables reported by the minor ear was more than half that of the major ear, while for the low-output group (n ϭ 87), it was less than one-fourth. The low minor ear performance of the latter group immediately disappeared when CV syllables were separated by 90 ms. These subjects (44 male, 43 females) were unaware of their temporary minor ear incapacities. Although the mechanism and brain laterality significance of this phenomenon remain to be clarified, preliminary research indicates that members of each of these two groups have other differences in common.
INTRODUCTION
Dichotic listening was introduced in its present form by Broadbent (1956) , popularized by Kimura (1961a Kimura ( , 1961b Kimura ( , 1967 , and has been the subject of thousands of publications regarding its relationship to brain laterality. In the dichotic listening paradigm, each ear is simultaneously supplied with a different auditory stimulus, such as a simple number (Broadbent, 1956) or consonant-vowel (CV) syllable (StuddertKennedy & Shankweiler, 1970) . Most people have a ''major ear'' through which they are able to report input of dichotic stimuli more accurately. Thus, they are said to display either a right-ear advantage (REA) or a left-ear advantage (LEA) as the case may be. The REA or LEA response of an individual appears to be a personal characteristic. It was stable for months for about 90% of subjects tested (Wexler & King, 1990) . When the dichotic stimuli are separated in delivery time, commonly by 90 ms (Studdert-Kennedy, Shankweiler, & Schulman, 1970; Berlin, Lowe-Bell, Cullen, & Thompson, 1976) , ear advantage disappears and most individuals are able to correctly report the separate stimuli with either ear.
Previous research has looked into dichotic listening and laterality. Kimura (1961a Kimura ( , 1961b first suggested that an individual's dichotic listening ear advantage may indi-
